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Update and highlights from the POLICY ANSWERS project and
the Western Balkans Info Hub

Meeting of the Western Balkans Steering Platform on
Research and Innovation
12 February 2025
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Supporting Steering Platforms and Ministerial
meetings

 Secretariat provides an overview on all meetings + documents:

@O 4 September

@ O 30March

Meeting of the Western Balkans Meeting of the Western Balkans Steering Joint Meeting of the
Platform on Research and Platforms on Culture, Education and Training Western Balkans
Innovation & Research and Innovation (Skopje) @ O 27 March Steering Platforms
. on Education and
Meeting of the Western Training, Research
@ 1June Balkans Platform on and Innovation, and
. . . Education and Training Culture
Joint Meeting of the Western Meeting of the Western Balkans and Research and
Balkans Platforms on Research and Platforms on Education and Training Innovation
Innovation & Education and Training & Research and Innovation
& Culture

27-28 June 3-4 June 29 Sep - 10ct

Ministerial Meeting of the Western Balkans . Meeting of the Western Ministerial Meetin

Steering Plctforrnsgon Culture & Research Meeting of the Western Balkans Balkans Steering of the Western N

ﬁﬁﬁ and Innovation & Education and Training Platforms on Education and Platforms on Culture, Balkans Steering
(irana) Training & Research and Education and Training Platforms on
Innovation &Research and Education and
Innovation (Skopje) ﬁﬁﬁ Training, Research
31 March and Innovation, and
Meeting of the Western Balkans Steering Platforms 31January ﬁgﬁ O Culture (Skopje)
@ ¢ on Education and Training Meeting of the Western Balkans

@ O Platforms on Education and Training &
Research and Innovation


https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/steering-platform/western-balkans-steering-platforms-private/

Western Balkans Mobility Scheme in operation
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26 June 10 September

31 Applications submitted Virtual meeting of the
Steering Group

2 4 applications granted
and contract signed

3 Applications found to be eligible and
entered the review process

1 43,9 B2€ owitunding sum

R h Empowering Innovation in the Western 20 August

esea I'C Balkans through the POLICY ANSWERS

° ° Western Balkans Mobility Scheme .

1) MOtIO N for Early-Career Researchers Review process
completed

POLICY ANSWERS “R& POLICY making,
implementation ANd Support in the WEsteRn Balkans”,
Grant Agreement N° 101058873,




WP5 REGIONAL PILOT ACTIVITIES N

Western Balkans Mobility Scheme in operation

« 23 early-career researchers are
working at their hosting
institutions to advance their
research in this period

Western
Balkans
Mobility
Scheme




Western Balkans Innovation Vouchers currently
evaluated

L Y/
S 3 POLICY ANSWERS

THIS IS NOT
BUSINESS
AS USUAL

Improve your business!

The POLICY ANSWERS
Western Balkans Innovation
Vouchers promote
collaborations between
academia and SMEs

Western
Balkans
ovation




V.
S« POLICY ANSWERS

WESTERN BALKANS YOUTH INNOVATION AWARD

From Innovation calfor
articipation
tolegacy:the  Voutni

Youth Innovation
Future Starts e
Now!

Sneak preview: youth to innovation awards

« Call to be launched in the
upcoming weeks

* Several awards with a total
amount of EUR 18,000



WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

Monitoring the implementation of the
Western Balkans Agenda

Two monitoring rounds already implemented (2023, 2024)

The monitoring is organised around six dimensions,
measuring the progress in implementing the WB Agenda:

1. Research and innovation
2. Digital competitiveness
3. Environment

4., Education and skills

5. Youth, culture, sports

6. Common regional market




WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

Monitoring process

Methodology

[ EU Priorities ]

I

[

Achievements described by indicators

Example:

Target -> Political:

Reforms in the region in the field of
science and research are supported
Achievement:

Western Balkans Steering Platform
meetings on R&l

Indicator: Number of SP meetings
organised; Number of participants

(political and technical level)




WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

Collection for the Research & Innovation dimension

Example

Targets

Achievements

Indicator level

Regional (R)
WB economy (E)

Indicators

to be measured at the level of the economy or at meta-level; gender disaggregated data to
be collected whenever possible

Political 1 The reforms in the region in
the fields of Science and Research in
relation to the implementation of the
EU acquis, are supported.

Western Balkans Steering Platform meetings

Number and dates of Steering Platform meetings organised,;

on Research and Innovation R Number of participants - at political and technical level;
R?g'onul F.’OI'CV Dialogus on research, science R Berlin Process Joint Science conference held YES/NO
& innovation
Number of twinning projects in this chapter
Assist the reforms addressed by Chapter
25 by supporting the implementation of the E Number of TAIEX missions
Acquis
Number of bilateral R&D projects by Member States
) % of national budgets (GDP) allocated for R&!
Encourage governments to increase GDP
allocations for RDI by at least 50% over the E Number of government funding schemes/initiatives and their absorption level
next 5 years and invest in infrastructures,
capacities and skills for research . . .
Number of funded researchers/innovative companies
Availability of a current research information E CRIS established and functional YES/NO

system (CRIS)




WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

‘ - Agenda ‘ Boosting the WB Innovation Capacity by bringing Research

Implementing the Western Balkans Agenda ~ POLICY ANSWERS Priotity and Innovation (R&!) eco-systerns closer to the EU s S POLICY ANSWERS

~

|: Research and Innovation /I J—

Regional Indicators

mxr— Q st o e

The Western Balkans Agenda on Innovation, Research, Education, Culture, Youth and Sport is a long-term strategy from the EU and the
Westarn Balkons (WE) for cooperation with the region. it will contribute to the reglon's econamic and societal development and builds
on three main pillars: Political, Thematic, and Reglonal. " N
The implementation of the Western Balkans Agenda ks monitored by the project POLICY ANSWERS, and the wider context, progress and FF =

achievements are summarised in regular reports. In this brief report card, you find the results of the second round of dota collection

Western Balkans Economy Indicators

during 2023 and the first months of 2024 and a comparison with the basaline data collected in the previous round.
In terms of Research and tion, the ing fi on the context indi yIr fion Index” and on a varisty of
achievements outlined in the WB Agenda (zee next page).
‘GOP allocations:
toRE&l
Achievements in a wider context of the Western Balkans Agenda
Lorw vl of
— — iatiral TA projects e naw funding Mo naw Mo naw foink
and Twinning
/ \ Albania i ° e P ° ° projects andjor Posticipation with 2 n
f \ up TAIEX raportid S paported
| Surmmary Innovation Index . 2017 . 2001 iions
. Bosnia and “"“""“ ai funding schamas M funding Inorecsd manber Fosticipation
06 . ng o o joint projects with Sl andl
2018 w22 Herzegovina Phanios Lkl % of BOF dedicated Introdueed 0 Zam with n ;Nmm n
2019 2023 ———
ilateral TA projects increased number Mo naw Incraasad rambar
and Twinni af tunding schemas govammantal o joint projects Fosticipation with 1
2020 Kosovo® propcts 0 ° gdmwmm Bunding schemes ° ptpd o
up TAIEX rapostad e
missions
Lo vl of
The llatral TA peojects o new funding [— Incragssd rambar
‘Summary Innovation indax and Twinning schames reported of joint prajects Porticipation wih 1
(3] Is @ composita indicator Montenegro  pojects © | Soroor s schemes O b=, @ sl portner 0
oibtoined by taking on umweighted upd THIEX [ Ll
averoge of 32 indicators. it isslans
rrcsuras tha perfoermance of the
Immunwmm:qm L il of —
tha rlativa sirargt Morth it of joint projects Posticipation with 2
weaknesses of national innovation
Pprojects ° ° Bunding schames ° and mabiktiss with Tl
sy ol g Macedonia L0 e i e e e
arsas nesdad to addrass. rissions token up
Albania Bosnila and  Montenagro Haorth Sarbia EU2T average
| Harzageving macedania ] mm‘m N
/ s b posomarmon | reoton
4 Serbia ommatct evaon nored e O Sdnga,., O)maar O
- - uptaks remaira o o
chalierge
Legendt Gnack of malsaining Madsraaly | Sagaatig. Bcieosieg wfermatcn
m;mmwnntm nm Cwmtr‘ eqn chalengas. .llqu omm
20226 e countries " b
psmarch-nnd- Nnovation 80 eurod st s/parformance- indieators leurcosan-innavation-scoreboard_endbeis-interactive-tool
sed 21 February 2024). " .
facees ory 2024} Highlights A
N P andis Western Balkans partners successful in the 2023 EIT HEI Initiative T.) e
Further ERA by of proj d with EU Member States b

FOLICY ANSWERS (3024). Inplementing Hhe Wasbern Bolkans Aganda — Fesearch and Innovatian. westernbalkans-infohub.eu - m i bedmpreheetcloy oo iy

o the Buscpean.
[wa-uv—mm}ﬂtnumnwwuum: e westernbalkan




WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

What is new this year?

New indicator introduced:
“WB economies reaching Reform Agenda milestones in the POLICY
ANSWERS monitoring areas”

-> measuring progress made by Albania, Kosovo*, Montenegro, North Macedonia and Serbia in the
areas of green energy, private sector development, human capital and digitalisation

Monitoring process also closely follows developments in Bosnia and Herzegovina that has not yet
submitted its Reform Agenda to the EC

* This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration of independence.



WP3 CAPACITY BUILDING & SUPPORT

Ongoing capacity building activities

Upcoming activities include:

Info days (e.g. hybrid MSCA Info Day in Albania)

Trainings (e.g. on how to prepare and manage projects related to EU
Economic Grow Plan in Kosovo)

Workshops (e.g. Monitoring and Evaluation workshops in Serbian
university centers)

Study visits (e.g. peer learning study visit on support programmes and
policies for research, innovation, start-ups and sustainability by
stakeholders from North Macedonia)

Consultations (e.g. fact finding and needs assessment on libraries es
enablers of scientific research in the era of open science in BiH)
Videos and infographics (e.g. Green talks in Kosovo)



WP4 ALIGNING PRIORITIES

Webinars

Regularly organised to promote missions and partnerships and align priorities.
Recordings are available on the WB Info Hub Youtube channel and the Policy Stakeholder Platform.

22 February

Webinar1

Western Balkans
on the Pathway

to implement
Digital Agenda -
Challenges, Best
Practices and
Recommendations

@ O 25 April

Webinar 3

Overview of the
Western Balkans
on the Pathway

to implement
Green Agenda -
Challenges, Best
Practices and
Recommendations

28 March

Webinar 2

Overview of the
Western Balkans on
the Pathway towards
Modern Health
Policy - Challenges,
Best Practices and
Recommendations

27 June

Webinar 5
Innovating the Food
System: status and
future opportunities
of European
Partnerships for the
Western Balkans
(EIT Food)

18 July
27 May Webinar 6

Challenges and
Webinar 4 opportunities for the
Mission-oriented mission-oriented
innovation: implementation of
status and future climate
opportunities for the adaptation and
Western Balkans sustainable cities
(TRAMI) (Harmonmissions)

31 October
Webinar 7

Adding value to the
biomass in Eastern
Europe and Western
Balkans (BIOEAST)

5 December

Webinar 8
Strategic Research
and Innovation
Agenda on Raw
Material (European
Partnership on Raw
Materials)

Webinar 9

Water4All Partnership:
Opportunities for the
Western Balkans

Webinar 10

Smart Specialisation
in EU Enlargement
Countries (JRC,
EUSDR PA7)


https://www.youtube.com/@westernbalkansinfohub1309
https://eu-wb-policy-dialogue-stakeholder.b2match.io/page-901

WP4 ALIGNING PRIORITIES

Upcoming webinar: Smart Specialisation in EU

enlargement countries

Scan the
QR code to
register

‘ Funded by
S ‘= :glglﬁERs - e European Union DANUBEtl::?eIg:

Knowiedge Society

13 March 2025
15:00 (CET)

Smart Specialisation in EU Enlargement Countries

Speakers

& 4 =
=
Emanuele Viktor Lazar Dijana
Fabbri Nedovié Zivkovié Strbac
Economic and Policy Director of The Head of the Research Associate,
Analyst, European Serbia Accelerating Innovation Economics  Institute of Economic
Commission - Joint Innovation Department, Sciences, Belgrade;
Research Centre and Growth Research Associate, EUSDR Priority Area 7
Entrepreneurship Institute of Economic (Knowledge Society)
Project (SAIGE) Sciences, Belgrade  Support Team Member

Register for the webinar via the link gvAELS;{En'S‘

Info Hub

provided in the description




Monthly newsletters

Most recent theme: Erasmus+
Next one: Smart Specialisation

fe=ateind G O m X @

Updates from the Western Balkans

Select the Economy to Explore Further

an
Western  Albania Bomnia s Keaswst  Montanegrs renn

Current Theme in Focus

Erasmus + and the
Western Balkans

Advancing Inclusion:
Gender and Underrepresented Groups in

Research Innovation,Education, Culture,
Youth, and Sports in the Western Balkans

ED News &} calls ES] Events B Resources

[J Programmes/Policies @ Initiatives &) organisations

From Mobility to

Opportunity: How % .

Erasmus+ Shapes Lives . e ‘

and Careers in the Western ™ w
Balkans y SUBSCRIBE to the Western Balkans Info Hub now!




eck out our results
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implermanting the Westem Bakans Agenia ~ '3 poucy answers

Research and Innovation

Implementing the Wostern Boftons Agendo ~ 2 poucy axswess

Environment o

implernerting the Westem Bakars Agenda % pouicy aswirs
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Contact us at any time:
Elke Dall, dall@zsi.at
policy-answers@westernbalkans-infohub.eu THAN K

YOU!

w E ST E R N https://www.facebook.com/WBInfoHub
BA L KA N S https://x.com/wbinfohub

I nfo H U b https://www.linkedin.com/company/wbinfohub/

POWERED BY

N 5 POLICY ANSWERS www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu
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