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Update and highlights from the POLICY ANSWERS project and
the Western Balkans Info Hub

Western Balkans Innovation & Research Platform
19 March 2025, 10.00, online



Supporting Steering Platforms and Ministerial

meetings

Meetings of the Steering Platform on Research and Innovation
« Upcoming online meetings (e.g. 12 February, 2 April, 10 September 2025)

* (13) 14-15 May 2025 (Podgorica)

Ministerial Meeting of the WB Steering Platforms
« 20-21 October 2025 (Podgorica)

@ 0O 30March

Meeting of the Western Balkans Meeting of the Western Balkans Steering

Platform on Research and Platforms on Culture, Education and Training

Innovation & Research and Innovation (Skopje)

@ 1June

Joint Meeting of the Western Meeting of the Western Balkans
Balkans Platforms on Research and Platforms on Education and Training
Innovation & Education and Training & Research and Innovation
& Culture

27-28 June

Ministerial Meeting of the Western Balkans

Steering Platforms on Culture & Research Meeting of the Western Balkans

l&?ﬁ and Innovation & Education and Training Platforms on Education and
: Training & Research and
(Tirana) ]
Innovation
31 March

Meeting of the Western Balkans Steering Platforms
@ © on Education and Training

&

@O 4 September

Joint Meeting of the
Western Balkans

@ 27 March Steering Platforms
on Education and
Meeting of the Western Training, Research
Balkans Platform on and Innovation, and
Education and Training Culture

and Research and
Innovation

3-4 June

Meeting of the Western
Balkans Steering
Platforms on Culture,
Education and Training
& Research and
Innovation (Skopje)

29 Sep-10ct

Ministerial Meeting
of the Western
Balkans Steering
Platforms on
Education and
Training, Research
and Innovation, and
Culture (Skopje)

&

31January

Meeting of the Western Balkans
© Platforms on Education and Training &
Research and Innovation




POLICY ANSWERS Workshop on Technology-Oriented
Research Infrastructures: Opportunities for the
Western Balkans

Public event on 13 May 2025
Registration to open soon!

Seminar/ Speaker Session
POLICY ANSWERS Workshop on Technology-
Oriented Research Infrastructures:
Opportunities for the Western Balkans

13 May 2025 | Podgorica, | Montenegro

https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/events/policy-answers-workshop-on-
technoloqgy-oriented-research-infrastructures-opportunities-for-the-western-
balkans/



https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/events/policy-answers-workshop-on-technology-oriented-research-infrastructures-opportunities-for-the-western-balkans/
https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/events/policy-answers-workshop-on-technology-oriented-research-infrastructures-opportunities-for-the-western-balkans/
https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/events/policy-answers-workshop-on-technology-oriented-research-infrastructures-opportunities-for-the-western-balkans/

Western Balkans R&l Youth Awards

§ . « !l The deadline for Western
Ui N, Balkans R&l Youth Awards is

Western Balkans R&l Youth Awards 1 8 Ap r'il 2025 ! ! !

Inspire the next generation. cCallfor participation

o o o Pri f t
Win a prize for yourimpact! 5% 700"

Prizes
«Grand winner: €6,000

*6 Economy winners: €2,000 each
«All travel & accommodation
fully covered

Your initiative must: 23 pouicy answers

+Be youth-focused Join us in Skopie!
*Be Western Balkans-focused 29-30 May zozspl .

*Be Research & Innovation-focused o @

+Be able to show tangible outcome and or ©
substantial impact oW dQ \
v{"\
per- . -

B

== ° N
B, ==~ &K

Live pitch & award " ceremony
Network, showcase your work & get recognized!

Apply Now!

www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu




Western Balkans Mobility Scheme in operation
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26 June 10 September

31 Applications submitted Virtual meeting of the

Steering Group
3 Applications found to be eligible and

entered the review process

24 applications granted
and contract signed
1 43 Total funding sum

9952€

R h Empowering Innovation in the Western 20 August

eseu I'c Balkans through the POLICY ANSWERS

s o Western Balkans Mobility Scheme .

1) MOtIOh for Early-Career Researchers Review process
completed

POLICY ANSWERS “R& POLICY making,
implementation ANd Support in the WEsteRn Balkans”,
Grant Agreement N° 101058873,

Western
Balkans
Mobility
Scheme




Western Balkans Innovation Vouchers currently
finalising contracting
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THIS IS NOT \
BUSINESS /4
AS USUAL

Improve your business!

The POLICY ANSWERS
Western Balkans Innovation
Vouchers promote
collaborations between
academia and SMEs

Western
~ Balkans
~ Innovation

POLICY ANSWER! 'OLICY making,
implementatior i
Grant Agreeme




WP2 MONITORING FOR AGENDA SETTING

Monitoring the implementation of the
Western Balkans Agenda

Two monitoring rounds already implemented (2023, 2024)
2025 monitoring round is ongoing.

The monitoring is organised around six dimensions,
measuring the progress in implementing the WB Agenda:

Research and innovation
Digital competitiveness
Environment

Education and skills
Youth, culture, sports
Common regional market

OCUTDNWN -




WP3 CAPACITY BUILDING & SUPPORT

Ongoing capacity building activities

Upcoming activities include (selection):

Info days (e.g. upcoming Info Day in Albania 14 April)

Trainings (e.g. on Support the Development of Sustainable Agriculture
and the Food Value Chain in Montenegro in Tivat 8 and 9 April 2025)
Workshops (e.g. Monitoring and Evaluation workshops in Nis 2 April and
16 April in Kragujevac, etc.)

Study visits (e.g. peer learning in UK on support programmes and
policies for research, innovation, start-ups and sustainability by NM)
Consultations (e.g. fact finding and needs assessment on libraries es
enablers of scientific research in the era of open science in BiH)
Reports (e.g. Report on State of Play on Digitalisation to be presented
to the larger audience on 27 March in Prishtina)



WP4 ALIGNING PRIORITIES

Webinars

Regularly organised to promote missions and partnerships and align priorities.
Recordings are available on the WB Info Hub Youtube channel and the Policy Stakeholder Platform.

22 February

Webinar1

Western Balkans
on the Pathway

to implement
Digital Agenda -
Challenges, Best
Practices and
Recommendations

@ O 25 April

Webinar 3

Overview of the
Western Balkans
on the Pathway

to implement
Green Agenda -
Challenges, Best
Practices and
Recommendations

28 March

Webinar 2

Overview of the
Western Balkans on
the Pathway towards
Modern Health
Policy - Challenges,
Best Practices and
Recommendations

27 June

Webinar 5
Innovating the Food
System: status and
future opportunities
of European
Partnerships for the
Western Balkans
(EIT Food)

18 July
27 May Webinar 6

Challenges and
Webinar 4 opportunities for the
Mission-oriented mission-oriented
innovation: implementation of
status and future climate
opportunities for the adaptation and
Western Balkans sustainable cities
(TRAMI) (Harmonmissions)

31 October
Webinar 7

Adding value to the
biomass in Eastern
Europe and Western
Balkans (BIOEAST)

5 December

Webinar 8
Strategic Research
and Innovation
Agenda on Raw
Material (European
Partnership on Raw
Materials)

Webinar 9

Water4All Partnership:
Opportunities for the
Western Balkans

Webinar 10

Smart Specialisation
in EU Enlargement
Countries (JRC,
EUSDR PA7)


https://www.youtube.com/@westernbalkansinfohub1309
https://eu-wb-policy-dialogue-stakeholder.b2match.io/page-901

WP4 ALIGNING PRIORITIES

Upcoming webinar: How to become active in EU
Partnerships: The approach of Tiirkiye

This webinar is focusing on how TUBITAK is
supporting their national stakeholders to get
active and involved in different types of EU
Partnerships.

We will learn how the participation in EU
Partnerships is strengthening the national
stakeholders and ecosystem.

24 April 2025 at 15:00 CET Serhat

Registration is open Melik

Webinar 11
24th April 2025

"How to become active in EU partnerships: The approach of Tiirkiye"

Horizon Europe National
Contact Point for Cluster 5:
Climate, Energy & Mobility
(TUBITAK)

https://westernbalkans-infohub.eu/events/policy-answers-webinar-how-to-become-active-in-eu-partnerships-the-approach-of-turkiye/



Monthly newsletters

Entrepreneurship and Innovation Management

Most recent theme: Smart Specialisation
Next one: Entrepreneurship and Innovation Management

ESTE
AAAAAAA
info Hub @ oD X =
Updates from the Western Balkans
e Economy to Explore Further
an
Wedtern  Albania oo [R— e Sartia

Erasmus + and the
Western Balkans

ES] Events B Resources

Advancing Inclusion:
Gender and Underrepresented Groups in

Research Innovation,Education, Culture,

Youth, and Sports in the Western Balkans

ED News &} calls

&) organisations

[J Programmes/Policies @ Initiatives

From Mobility to ) i
Opportunity: How % , ‘
W ( SUBSCRIBE ) to the Western Balkans Info Hub now!

Erasmus+ Shapes Lives
and Careers in the Western ™

Balkans




eck out our results

e‘
- ? Ol 8"\.\\\°“
7 < Xeon
ot oo™
B e
vo\\c‘f P P
\qes‘cm peril

@
we

implermanting the Westem Bakans Agenia ~ '3 poucy answers

Research and Innovation

Implementing the Wostern Boftons Agendo ~ 2 poucy axswess

Environment o

implernerting the Westem Bakars Agenda % pouicy aswirs
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Contact us at any time:
Elke Dall, dall@zsi.at
policy-answers@westernbalkans-infohub.eu THAN K

YOU!

w E ST E R N https://www.facebook.com/WBInfoHub
BA L KA N S https://x.com/wbinfohub

I nfo H U b https://www.linkedin.com/company/wbinfohub/

POWERED BY

N 5 POLICY ANSWERS www.westernbalkans-infohub.eu




	Slide 1:  
	Slide 2: Supporting Steering Platforms and Ministerial meetings
	Slide 3: POLICY ANSWERS Workshop on Technology-Oriented Research Infrastructures: Opportunities for the Western Balkans
	Slide 4: Western Balkans R&I Youth Awards
	Slide 5: Western Balkans Mobility Scheme in operation
	Slide 6: Western Balkans Innovation Vouchers currently finalising contracting
	Slide 7: Monitoring the implementation of the  Western Balkans Agenda
	Slide 8: Ongoing capacity building activities
	Slide 9: Webinars
	Slide 10: Upcoming webinar: How to become active in EU Partnerships: The approach of Türkiye
	Slide 11: Monthly newsletters
	Slide 12: Check out our results
	Slide 13

